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Standards and
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Fourth Grade



 The California Department of Education has  adopted curriculum
standards for grades TK-12.  Click here for more information.

The purpose of this document is to provide parents and guardians
with an overview of the standards for their child's grade as well as
the curriculum used in PVSD classrooms.

O VERV I EW

https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/


E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly
and when drawing inferences from the text

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize
the text 

Describe, in depth, a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly
and when drawing inferences from the text

Determine the main idea of a text and explains how it is supported by key details;

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a
text

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension

Fourth grade students will:

summarize the text



 Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and
sections
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other

Fourth grade students will:

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an
organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the
writer’s purpose.
b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.
c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order
to, in addition).
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

Informative/explanatory text

information and examples
a. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).
b. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic.
c. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or
explanation presented.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences

a. Orients the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
b. Uses dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show
the responses of characters to situations.
c. Uses a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of
events.

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



Fourth grade students will:

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey
experiences and events precisely.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or
events.

Strengthen writing by planning, revising, and editing

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing or speaking

a. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be
walking) verb tenses.
b. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a
small red bag rather than a red small bag).
c. Form and use prepositional phrases.
d. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate
fragments and run-ons.
e. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).*
f. Use correct capitalization.
g. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations
from a text.
h. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.
i. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



M A THE M AT IC S

Fourth grade students will:

Use the four operations with whole numbers to solve word problems
1. Interpret a multiplication equation as a comparison, e.g., interpret 35 = 5 × 7 as a
statement that 35 is 5 times as many as 7 and 7 times as many as 5. Represent
verbal statements of multiplicative comparisons as multiplication equations.
2. Multiply or divide to solve word problems involving multiplicative comparison, e.g.,
by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent
the problem, distinguishing multiplicative comparison from additive comparison.1
3. Solve multistep word problems posed with whole numbers and having whole-
number answers using the four operations, including problems in which remainders
must be interpreted. Represent these problems using equations with a letter standing
for the unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of answers using mental
computation and estimation strategies including rounding. 

Generalize place value understanding for multi-digit whole numbers
1. Recognize that in a multi-digit whole number, a digit in one place represents ten
times what it represents in the place to its right. For example, recognize that 700 ÷ 70
= 10 by applying concepts of place value and division.
2. Read and write multi-digit whole numbers using base-ten numerals, number
names, and expanded form. Compare two multi-digit numbers based on meanings
of the digits in each place, using >, =, and < symbols to record the results of
comparisons.
3. Use place value understanding to round multi-digit whole numbers to any place.
Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit
arithmetic
4. Fluently add and subtract multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm.
5. Multiply a whole number of up to four digits by a one-digit whole number, and
multiply two two-digit numbers, using strategies based on place value and the
properties of operations. Illustrate and explain the calculation by using equations,
rectangular arrays, and/or area models.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Fourth grade students will:

6. Find whole-number quotients and remainders with up to four-digit dividends
and one-digit divisors, using strategies based on place value, the properties of
operations, and/or the relationship between multiplication and division. Illustrate
and explain the calculation by using equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area
models.

Extend understanding of fraction equivalence and ordering
1. Explain why a fraction a/b is equivalent to a fraction (n × a)/(n × b) by using
visual fraction models, with attention to how the number and size of the parts
differ even though the two fractions themselves are the same size. Use this
principle to recognize and generate equivalent fractions.
2. Compare two fractions with different numerators and different denominators,
e.g., by creating common denominators or numerators, or by comparing to a
benchmark fraction such as 1/2. Recognize that comparisons are valid only when
the two fractions refer to the same whole. Record the results of comparisons with
symbols >, =, or <, and justify the conclusions, e.g., by using a visual fraction
model.

Build fractions from unit fractions by applying and extending previous
understandings of operations of arithmetic

3. Understand a fraction a/b with a > 1 as a sum of fractions 1/b.
a. Understand addition and subtraction of fractions as joining and separating
parts referring to the same whole.
b. Decompose a fraction into a sum of fractions with the same denominator
in more than one way, recording each decomposition by an equation. Justify
decompositions, e.g., by using a visual fraction model. Examples: 3/8 = 1/8 +
1/8 + 1/8 ; 3/8 = 1/8 + 2/8 ; 2 1/8 = 1 + 1 + 1/8 = 8/8 + 8/8 + 1/8.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Fourth grade students will:

c. Add and subtract mixed numbers with like denominators, e.g., by replacing
each mixed number with an equivalent fraction, and/or by using properties of
operations and the relationship between addition and subtraction.
d. Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions
referring to the same whole and having like denominators, e.g., by using visual
fraction models and equations to represent the problem.

4. Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication to multiply a
fraction by a whole number.

a. Understand a fraction a/b as a multiple of 1/b. For example, use a visual
fraction model to represent 5/4 as the product 5 × (1/4), recording the
conclusion by the equation 5/4 = 5 × (1/4).
b. Understand a multiple of a/b as a multiple of 1/b, and use this
understanding to multiply a fraction by a whole number. For example, use a
visual fraction model to express 3 × (2/5) as 6 × (1/5), recognizing this
product as 6/5. (In general, n × (a/b) = (n × a)/b.)
c. Solve word problems involving multiplication of a fraction by a whole
number, e.g., by using visual fraction models and equations to represent the
problem. For example, if each person at a party will eat 3/8 of a pound of
roast beef, and there will be 5 people at the party, how many pounds of roast
beef will be needed? Between what two whole numbers does your answer
lie?

Understand decimal notation for fractions, and compare decimal fractions
5. Express a fraction with denominator 10 as an equivalent fraction with
denominator 100, and use this technique to add two fractions with respective
denominators 10 and 100.4 For example, express 3/10 as 30/100, and add 3/10
+ 4/100 = 34/100.2

       



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Add/subtract within 1,000,000

Fourth grade students will:

6. Use decimal notation for fractions with denominators 10 or 100. For example,
rewrite 0.62 as 62/100; describe a length as 0.62 meters; locate 0.62 on a
number line diagram.
7. Compare two decimals to hundredths by reasoning about their size. Recognize
that comparisons are valid only when the two decimals refer to the same whole.
Record the results of comparisons with the symbols >, =, or <, and justify the
conclusions, e.g., by using the number line or another visual model. 

Required fluencies

       



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE

Fourth Grade

The study of California history in the fourth grade provides students with foundational
opportunities to learn in depth about their state, including the people who live here,
and how to become engaged and responsible citizens. 

The story of California begins in pre-Columbian times, in the cultures of the
American Indians who lived here before the first Europeans arrived. The history of
California then becomes the story of successive waves of immigrants from the
sixteenth century through modern times and the enduring marks each left on the
character of the state.  

In grade four, emphasis is also placed on the regional geography of California.
Students analyze how regions of the state have developed through the interaction of
physical characteristics, cultural forces, and economic activity and how the
landscape of California has provided different resources to different people at
different times, from the earliest era to the present.  

Finally, students will be able to develop chronological thinking by creating and
utilizing timelines that document events and developments that changed the course
of California history such as pre-Columbian settlements, European settlement, the
mission period, the Mexican-American War, the Bear Flag Republic, the Gold Rush,
California’s admission to statehood in 1850, and the state’s rapid growth in the
twentieth century.

They will examine large scale shifts in historical context and answer questions such
as How and why did the state grow? How did people shape their environments?
Students will also explore the gender imbalance between women in California during
the Gold Rush era.



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE
( C ON T I N UED )

Physical and Human Geographic Features That Define California
Pre-Columbian Settlements and People
European Exploration and Colonial History
Missions, Ranchos, and the Mexican War for Independence
The Gold Rush and Statehood
California as an Agricultural and Industrial Power
California in a Time of Expansion
California in the Post War Era: Immigration, Technology, and Cities
Local, State, and Federal Governments

Fourth Grade

They will explore how new residents flooded California seeking work during and after
World War II, establishing an increasingly heterogeneous population and laying the
groundwork for important civil rights activism in the state. For instance, students will
learn about the agricultural labor movement to improve conditions for farmworkers,
the gay rights movement in California, and efforts to end segregation.   At the
conclusion of their year of study, students will have learned that the history of
California is rich with ethnic, social, and cultural diversity; economic energy;
geographic variety; and growing civic community.

Topics of Study:



 S C I EN CE

Car Crashes
Renewable Energy
Sculpting Landscapes
Earthquake Engineering
Animal Senses

Fourth Grade

Grade four students focus on both tangible processes like the erosion of soil and, for the
first time, develop abstract concepts like energy They also seek to explain some
processes that are not directly observable such as internal body systems.  Students are
able to use more sophisticated measurements and representations of data and then
analyze it more thoughtfully They are also able to construct more complicated pictorial
models such as tracing the path of light rays as they reflect off objects. In grade four,
students have the geometric reasoning skills to describe and measure angles.  Despite
all their growing skills and knowledge, grade four students are still elementary children
passionate about discovery and adventure. 

Instructional segments:



Fourth grade students will receive standards-based instruction using the State
Board of Education adopted materials noted below.

C U R R IC U LUM


